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SUBJECT: NETHERLANDS REQUEST FOR MAC AIRLIFT SUPPORT 

1 . THE ROYAL NETHERLANDS NAVY (RNLN) CURRENTLY HAS SEVERAL 
OF THEIR SHIPS DEPLOYED IN THE CARIBBEAN ON A SEVERAL MONTH 
LONG EXERCISE. ON 27 JAN 78 TWO OF THE WASP HELICOPTERS 
THAT ARE DEPLOYED ABOARD THE SHIPS HAD A MID-AIR COLLISION 
AND WERE LOST. THE CREWS WERE RECOVERED. SINCE THE SHIPS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 THE HA 00540 011713Z 

WILL BE IN THE CARIBBEAN FOR SEVERAL MORE MONTHS MUCH 
OF THEIR VALUABLE TRAINING WILL BE LOST IF THEY DON'T HAVE 
REPLACEMENT HELICOPTERS. THE RNLN HAS REQUESTED A MAC C-141 
TO AIRLIFT TWO WASP HELICOPTERS FROM EITHER SCHIPHOL OR 
SOESTERBERG AIR BASE IN THE NETHERLANDS TO ROOSEVELT ROADS. 

PR, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, PREFERABLY WITH THE C-141 DEPARTING 
THE NETHRLANDS ON FRIDAY, 3 FEB 78. IF THAT DATE IS TOO 
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SOON, THEN ASAP THREAFTER. A SATURDAY OR SUNDAY ARRIVAL 
OR DEPARTURE FOR THE C-141 WOULD PROBABLY MEANTHE USE OF 
SCHIPHOL, AS SOESTERBERG AB WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE WEEKEND. 

2. THE RNLN HAS AGREED TO PAY THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE AIRLIFT. CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE AIRA AND THE USAFE 
MILITARY AIRLIFT COMMAND ELEMENT INDICATE AN ESTIMATED 
ROUND TRIP PRICE OF $32,000.00. THESE CONVERSATIONS FURTHER 
INDICATED THAT THE TWO HELICOPTERS WILL FIT IN ONE C-141 AND 
THAT NO SPECIAL LOADING EQUIPMENT IS NEEDED, AS THE WASPS 
HAVE WHEELS. 

3. THE SPECIFIC WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS FOR EACH WASP 
ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. WEIGHT: 4,000 LBS 

B. LENGTH: 25 FEET 9 INCHES 

C. WIDTH: 8 FEET 8 INCHES 

D. HEIGHT: 8 FEET 7-1/2 INCHES 

4. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE MISSION BE APPROVED QUICKLY, 

NOT ONLY SO THAT THE RNLN CAN GET ON WITH ITS TRAINING, BUT 
ALSO SO THAT ROOSEVELT ROADS, PR, CAN BE USED AS THE 
DESTINATION. IF THE MISSION IS DELAYED, THEN CURACAO WILL HAVE 

TO BE USED AND THE FACILITIES THERE ARE NOT AS GOOD AS AT ROOSEVELT 
ROADS. 
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5. RNLN HAS CHECKED WITH KLM AIRLINES AND THERE IS NO 
CIVILIAN AIRLIFT CAPABLE OF HANDLING THE MOVE. 

6. SUPPORT FOR AND A RAPID ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THIS 

MISSION WOULD CERTAINLY HELP THE EXISTING EXCELLENT RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE US AND DUTCH MILITARY AND HAS MY PERSONAL 
SUPPORT. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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